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7gfc9-£*-rs. c©#A$©&7-^y7SB#l± N *a 
'J >^®@^l h(KS!X-5. >^|fctt4»S>©7;*--:fr* 
l/>XP©£<sa£#^©gl&££t\ ^tiS#J±^ 

#TS**ttCU *0*©H«C % *A'J>^©Isie 

*- *7 u >xs **£3^#iaciM3-&saiB«4i 



. (VI PJ ^ in CO CD 

9 *r « 8 a w - w 8 a w w b a ** a 




1 

AiSC&X^XSKHt, #A'J >^©[5]|££i:{gSX 
-5>iW*.6©7*-*^l/>X»©*fiai4:4«« 
»©H«fefc-i\ *ftS*tt2H*«©JBttT?*oT. * 

*©WBC, *A«;>y©iMEte«*jWb;**fefc'S± 

±E* A U >jr<DIBHEAft>^Mfrf-«A A « 
KfHMS; *latZZ.b&imb.*?>Z7-y 7X-AU> 

Si: f bUgfcfr? fc»©@*ftft* A 'J V^t^* 5 
fc©K:/BV>e>;h,57xyXX— aV>X*j<7. 
[I*** 3] 8!:£«lf3«©77 : -s'7X-Al^XA 
*5fc*WCs '*»1/>X*H\ 3i¥*e,>&»), *©* 

\s vxsrefcsxr- s» xx— a v >x*^ 7. 

'[*SH©I$MttK91] 
[0 0 0 1] 

*^BJIi % XX-AA^7CK-T 

•5. 

[0 0 0 2] 

[ffefcft«*iV*©BHBja] S&ttX-Al/>Xfci, 
X- =■ fctttft<!>£«l/ >XWft^«&Sft&X- 

E&£jfcDT7*-;b7l'>Xf?£;gl&£i*Sfc©T& 
5. 7*- jb7U>XSM±, £f£b>X?¥i;l±S:iLT 

d t % ^rit*©asft u > xm t »®T- 3 C k * 

CCfc^&S&WX-Al/l'XBu *A^^#^- 

#-i.««i?;©x-Ab>xtje<sffi$nTtfco . 

[0 0 0 3] dttfcftUTs ^f?7X-AV>Xli, 
* a«s*-TS* A 'J >^©@g#S^;i/7s©J{BI1-S^ 
-f7©l/>X{CSffl$no-D^5. >©Xr97X-i 

i/>xau 

jgjgs&xr- » xt^si-rs c k, 

b. &XfyXfi©AAlM§^ £<gU>Xgf£*fc 
•57*- jtjXl^X&tf, X-^>^S#-3T7d— *. : 
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2 . 

is>Vm? L&#£±T©&¥#S§6Sfc^gT- § 5 i 5 

e. *Ay>^©lsME££, tt?<tiE*flMfc:S-dg« 
©7 5=- y Xrt K&tEt 3 «^IES k ©£*■&*>-£■?££? 

[0 004] ;©Xfy7X-Al/>Xli, ®.w<m& 
£M&$£& k ©$#•££>•£ t «t S 7 * -* > > y^r- 7 
;i/£**y UT*<cikt:«ti), s^^uy-xm© 

*A «J >^©^EffigA^©*AiJ >y©|5]te^5ffi¥ 
10 ttffi*fc^f*±3C**-J-*c:i:#T&4©T? N .as 
*fl«jK:*Aj(HgttSB3t>rK:, 73i— *^>>^T-t-5i: 

[0 0 0 5] *A';><X©E^^^;i/7»T 

&*©■?* x-?>^isg (««uasBT?©h:>hffla 
(x<fMI) {£gfc-gt;*-s-3igg) fcAA'j^© 

20 [0 0 0 6] ^OXrS'XX-AV^^ym A 
A?g©&X7- v Xft CfcV>Tg*Sf i&SBKiP e>*E3§£ 
T- ©&¥#£ £^<* -a- 5 ^ < * A 'J > ^£ @te $ ■£ 5 
k, ^J^&&&7^s'7l^S£0^&*>£g«£gg 

>hS8a (7*- *7xU>7CSf*s*ffi8&Bt^i&bfci:t 

9^ ^o^Sigic^bK:^ 5t>h!gg©^-fbH:^ 

30 flOXtfg^i; ^3 ©JWSiU 

fc. c©Pcgg^K:-C)V>TB:, ^tfeiftB^tS. 
[0 0 0 7] 

*ff5ii:#-eS*fi«jtt©Jl5V^7 i y7 , X-AU>X 

tSMH h o fc7^ XX- A U >X©* A^fl5ttS;3fe^ 

40 [0 0 0 8] 

[»BJ©«S] *»Htt,.H«E»**iS*Ay>^fi: 
JBfiSUfc^A^t^oT^ffl^lRltljiiltS, 
XSP?£^5 7*-A7l/>X||t x AA'J>^©(Ilg 

f XX-Al/>XA^7(C43V>Ts *A*{± N t>H5i 

s*s-(b$*rfc«j^Ei8§^b#*s^ia}B©ig?sx 

T-$SiSt»ffltfcSa©77 i s»7g5^-S^1-5C:k ; 

50 ^k{gsx-5>'j3'ia*4 i e.©75j— *7i/>xgf©^ 
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*5t, *A>j >^©@£<fcDfu^^^t£-e-&# 
tU *o*©lWfc* *Ay>^<DEI*SffiBfc£fl5* 
Ck ; £4$S&k'bTV>-5. 

[ 0 0 0 9] #A »J >^©SS«8tt, t> MIS (X 

-5>*nwfcf b«) ftfj^fc»oiawife*Ay 10 

[0 0 10] 2*ei±«D««l/>X»ftt.-3 

v xx- a v >x#^ s c k^-r* * 

&#t;*3»©b«i/>x»*#u *©*h«d 
2 if i/ >x#Ss©i/ >X£jfcte5 7*- v >xmt 

[0 0 11] 

»C^-r«t-5^ 1»W>XL1, 2HU>XL2, 3 20 

>XL 2 #7 U >XS? £*fc£X-A U >X£ 

ft, imu>XL l&^b3»l/>XL3##«|>£riR|K: 

L lftV>U3PV>XL3©X-5>^*A«Z 1)&V» 
UZ 3 aggJESSftTV-* SklE£-f 5. -IHBEI&SixS* 

[0 0 12] X-^>^AlZltZ3tt, 1»V> 
XL 1 k3f?U>XL3#gfc7-<;i/A@ (SMfeffl) C 30 

iifc»U X-^>X£A?gZ2ii, 74 KJWfeyu 
«ST-©X-5>y^rttj3^T, lfcV»b8©8;^ 

5>^AA«Z2©^giJ^7 i vX*^ 7-f PJMfr& 
7f!»7iZ2-i (i = l~8) fc-f*. El 
CHU SftttfcX-Si'XfllJs ttttJ"6s JU?Ett«> 
Ok*, 1SVVXL 1, 31*l>>XL3kkt>fc, K 40 
>htt«*^**4Ci:ft<3«»!lCfWUBi*»b 

[0 0 13] Xr-j/XBZ 2-ili, #^T»7fiti 

(SE) ©H©^f*ffl£JIRttBfc 2 PI/ >XL 2 
»$tfS;:k4*T?SS|U*T*!>, ffiJBX-S^lU* 
Z2' tC*fbT£{£bTV>3., R^tS^xf XTftt, 
C©»P8^JI^g§gl (oo) kg^S^gggi (ffi) ©mi& 
■flUFXCtt-sTOS. E2CP«|^-r«td 50 



^RtJ-ftn, ^f*7iZ2-i (ISgfSiSZ2a) 
OSC, &fr#Z 2b#ig;|;i-t>iiTV».5o 
[0014] ^S^® Z 2 a ©®f!li±i>:©3i D 3 . 
*A'J.>^©fM:ffiBtt, Rffl-J:, *^»SBt:*itT 
^f7 7IZ2-i©tfC^jx5 0 Lfru 2^1/ 

>XL2tt, «w*k>-mhi (x-s yvm^t f 

bUS) H?C«5tT, Sc¥<*^k(i^l3^t («* 
ttSgSUC-grUbT) , 5/+y^l/»J-X»CV7hfl<jfc 
£Ifr;*i**£>g#2&So 99^Z2a», C©t>h 
PSH?t.tS2Pl/>XL 2©^SfrSSfil«t-Sfc«) 
fcRS£fiTV>3. -f&fe*., K> MSSEB^fc.kS 2 
Bl/>XL2©fMllit#ifc»C, Xry7iZ2- 
i©iSlg|5£Wll©S88fc«Z 2 artT'Kl^UTt) (Hfi5 
btt) s #*^5»XBZ 2 - i rtT-©-g^liM^a:, £ 
<l§I«{cfT-5ciki J T*t-5. E2T-^ffS<]t:iia^-r5 
k, 8#©:X^?X$Z 2- i^x-y7iZ2-l' 

^ry7sz2-i" ©.tat, mmmz2&&m 

*«. 7f97iZ2-l, Z2-1' , Z2-1" © 
I6B (Aft) ttH-T**. ^fri£Z 2bi±, RffiTS 
7rs»7tZ2-i^nAA«f$t), X— 5> 
y*A«Z 2©*lRlSMfibT, ^rs»7*Z 2-i 
£<g^X-£ >>«Z 2 ' ££t*0-«ftofe?-S. 
[0 0 15] tt±©*A*jfifcfcV>T» *Ay>^§0 
te^-fr-Sk, X-^>^A«Z1, Z3k.t?3 1HI/ 
>XL 1, '3»1/>XL3jW£»U PIB#k, 
7«Z 2 - i tge-^T 2»V>XL 2 tfi&W)th. d© 
k*, ^ftfc&^vXrt^j^afc&sg-fb-rs. 
U ^1-5X^X©£U^ttfcM5;:kttfcV%. 09 
X?»Xl©«i«ffiBT?cDjSWWEBtt, 7.7- 

vxi (ommmm&&&-e<Dm&sm c a -a c k a* 
v^o *Ay>^tt^fT«z2b-e#±-rscktt 

[0 0 16] HI^©^1f«fiET-i±, X-5 >^*A^Z 

i b z 3 ^m-©* a y >wzjm,t s ci ki±«« 

^*A^Z 2el7^^1-S©i s ^f^bV^ 0 E8ktt, 
X-5>^AiZ2£lt&Ml/fe*A»J>^3 0 
k^ ^rf71Z 2- i, «fiffi«Z2a,-^ff«5Z 2 
b ©ft*etl)F$tt«»J^^ bT <^ 5 . 
[0 0 17] *jtie^JSii, W±©B^^ffiki5V^T^ £ 6 
X-~>i7*A?gZ2 U^>>7^Z2-i) ffiffj 
ttSHSkbT^S.-ffeb*., ^7r^7IZ2-i 
6 s , $mj&OtiteX-Z>-irimz 2' t^bT> AA 

y>^©iite^kigsx-^>^'iwa;z2' a>£©2i$ 

l^>XL2©Btt»k#««©H«S4rJ:5CI8S$ 
ixT^scktl^JS^fes. fitTx -e©314k^$iK 

[ 0 0 1 8) gfflC, V7 hfi<jk#e tr> MSS©MS 
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2T-tr>h^SSfT-5^!IT-$5o E9tC*^T> X-$ 

>?mmtf brass, m&®£?i&-r^ 2mv>z 

L 2 Slgii-rS* AU >^©@^CDI5€T-fT-5S^ 

adj, ->+^^l/'J-X^ft:2^1/>XL2CM5 
^t&I&fi£Aa d j t?Zt. 
Aad j=Zad j+Fadj 

[0 0 19]«S©K>httKpJ:U K*C 10 
£80521- v^W KSg (w) % ^MMUiUBIi 

(i) , ^bJS (t) ci5ttair>h®ssKw % k 

i, KtfctSi:, 
Apw=Kwx Z ad j 
Api=KixZadj 
Apt=KtxZadj 

Zadj= (Apt-Apw) / (Kt-Kw) 

= - (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) 20 

Fad j = Lw+pw=Lw-Kw (Lt-Lw) / 
(Kt-Kw) 
Li=Fad j-Api 

= Lw+ (Ki-Kw) (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-K 
w) > 
T-&£fr£, Aadjtt, 
Aad j =-Li/Ki 

= - {Lw/Ki+ (1-Kw/Ki)- (Lt-Lw) 
/ (Kt-Kw) } 30 
■C^ttSCh^T-t?.. Lwi:Lttt»ettT*!>* K 
w, Ki, Ktfctb i^Xx-* *>£>©<!•?$>£. «fc^ 

[0 0 2 0] *»(K!)»ftJ:t*X7?7X-A 
1^>X 3*1/>X*X— 5>^IM^Cii#1- 40 

SX-Al/>XT-i±, ^T'S'XrtTOSBKffiKCStJ . 

©£3C» &*^yXiftZ 2-i©Jfctt£, AA';>iX 
©@HE*li:<5SX-S >WZ 2 ' 4>&©2t?U>X 

#1) £Z2hT-H-f) ©SS^SittrafS. &4b\ *A 



1 0C^1-«tdt^^T-feS4s, ^SSLfeX^yXpig 
T- ttiS§yfc£2&T- * -5 « © 1 1 * . 

[0 0 2 1 ] H5fcv>US7HU C©it«0!|£H^ Ufc 
fe©"C*3..H5fc^UB7fc;feW-«:ie* (5£) 
l±*©3§DT-$.So AEFsS ; AAU l^ftfc:® 
C 1" 5 £ & 2 $ U >X L 2 *i(E3BX- < > Z 2 ' 
&t>t<~tflzmtiZ>J]AMZ 2 h'©7rsi7I, BEFtS ; 
* A ><7#7=- U*|qlt@er5 £ 2|¥l^ >XL 2 # 
ftSSX-S >WZ 2 ' fc'SSE-J-** A»Z 2 h©* 

y = f (x) ;{g^!X-$>^fi^Z2' 

y = a ix + b i ; EF^AC-feltS* A?fZ 2 

y=ajx+b j ;KBBC*B"**Aj(|Z 2h$4x. 

x ,• w <j >vmm&, 

y ; 2i¥U>XL2©^tt^riSl©firg N 
a i ; AEIBCi'|J2AAiz 2 h©«t % 
b i ; AEF^t*^5AA«Z 2 hO^Jtts 
a j ; BEIHfc:.i3W-S*A»Z2h©fl§ % 
b j ; BE0t'*&5AAlZ 2 h©«JJt„ 
[ 0 0 2 2 ] 7«tf|SB-C^5 ; Ail 

Z2h©JBtt^l£T-&3dfcfc:§|?iTV^ 0 c©R« 

T-fciu *AU>^©EWEftJ:*AaiZ2h©iEax-5 
>^fl»Z2' *>£,©g{£S (OS »3l±2Plx>XL2 
©gftS) t©SI« (*AjgZ2hi:<SSX-^>^|/i 
V&Z2' i:©g£7Dy hL&&Sy = f * (x) % y = 
-f * (x) ) fcJU"#«Bi:fc*. 
[0 0 2 3] i©«t-5C*A'J>^©|Stefti:*A*Z 
2h©{SSX-^>^flSJ:Z 2' £>£>©g{4S (2gl/ 

tr>Msgs&s /vi/^es^ix&*A'j>^©i5ite^ 

fc**bT***fcS©«ff#8H*CfciK tt*ttmtf 

»Sfe«>fc, y = f • (x) , y = -f ' (x) 
X^yXfc^ldUTiaifciEftlU ##f!]^T-©tg§£ 
*»s ^©«Sk*¥»ffilifci6tT, t>hrasac 

2 1/ >X L 2 ©#JtffiBfc*IEtt6:& 5 . 
[0 0 2 4] 'H2fc^UB4tt, 0 5&V>L-B7©It& 
^IC^-rs*^©-|y£B^x-fe5„ 02£^UE| 
4C*IJ-5«F* (S) ©«gii*©il?3T-feS, !&jb\ 

y = f (x) +c (x-xi,) ;EHAt:*ltS*A 
3IZ 2h4#^SSx 

y = f (x) -c (x-xj,) ;EIB|Bt*W-**A 
*Z 2hS4^SS> 



( 5 ) 



c ; i8MZ-$.y-y®MZ 2' i>£>©;!7AgfZ2h©£ 

mm, 

f>©j!jA&Z 2h©g{£§ s . 

y = -cx ;E^BCi>lt5{gSX-5 >^fi»Z 2' 

iP*>©*A«Z 2h©g{£S N ' 5 
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[00 2 5] z<Dm&Bm<Dimmtit%i\s-c(Dtm 
cffl^?f5fl5«{±, * a >; ^©m^x a&z 2 

©<5&X- 5 > #®M Z 2 ' i>> £> ©gffig ( 2 1? U >X 
L2©£ffiS) £©§S&#i|g^fcfcS<fc5fc£»&:fxT 
V^Ci: (y = cx£fctty = -cx©g^T-2j>SC 20 

WC^^fc, E 5 7 ©tfcitWD 
y = f (xK y = -f ' (x) tf, 0 24^104 
©y=cx£fctty = -cx©l!£fcC&-5 idt, #A 
tZ2 (*5^7«Z 2-i) ©^£i6S£LfcC:.i:K: 
2&3. 

[0 0 2 6] £©£-5t:&A?liZ 2 U.tS'7IZ2- 
i) <Dmk*WO£fft&. *A'J >^©|S]te^xipt,g 

ip^S* 0 £ ItlUfe Lfc<SB£:fctt i> t > 

SKi (0) ii-fSi^ 30 

Ki (0) =Ki+Gix0 

Ki ;a^)gss (cc-"Tftt««»ffiii-eo«ai:t- 

5) , 

G i ; Oft£<b<Z>fl8K 

[0 0 2 7] «koT, C©Ki£, ft©t:>Mlgg© 

Aad j=- {Lw/Ki+ (1-Kw/Ki) (Lt 
-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) } 40 
©KitftAI-^ Aad j *«»5C iitf^t, $ 
£>fc^ £©Aad j^SOCi&SfcAA'J^©^ 
;feA0iBu 
A0i=Aadj/c 

tt, Si¥^ggBltiffitS^<AA'J>^©[5l!fe^{^ £ 
©t> H8B«fc»-3< Hfi^A 0 i £AD;Lfcg*:W\ ' 

* a 'j >y^[Dfe?-a-ti«iv>o 

[0 0 2 8] #8B3I±, W±©«fc5*X-5 >^AAf 
Z 2^^-r5*A'J>^5>'i;i/^WSUTIllS$^-5- 50 



^KI2 000-199 8 43 
8 

[0 0 2 9] El l^fe^l 4(Cjjvf 7r-/7 
X— Al/>X*^ 5 5{i v A^7-Kx-f 9J:X-AU> 
X*g@l 0&HX.TV-5,, A^^Jjt^-f 9f*Igi5t:i±7yi 

—•^ffil ltfS^Jx, :o7;^tgi l©#&6 
=f"7 1 1 a$^bTV.i5„ TVI-f-v&l l©SuSPt 

[0030] m&mffi i 3 tcfc}3fe«o tWizttfa^w 

&SB1 3 a&Mf&ZtlX^X. C©12J:fcgP 1 3 a£X- 
A*-f 1 eVULbmfZtlZ. X-A 

^■Vl6tt, 3fe«Oi:¥fi : ifelili*^T-lsll6qJ|g{c:S^ 
^-©t:-^->gB©#®is±ga©^gB 1 3 a*?, 
SS&ftl 3©F*l{||t3gaj£*iTV'>.5. ^pi^^'f 
£ttX-A^-*M#^g;iftT:fc!K C©X-A*- 

* M©|gi!itfi©IIlSlis X- A *-*3»J 8 fctf- btX- A 

[0 0 3 1] X— A^— #M©fgi&lfi£tt^$t©;* ij y 
h^^nt^'; s> hR&l 2 atfa^tlT^tl, 
•rffi^'Jy hP3*g 1 2a©[sl$B£;7*M>*5;r* i 
2 bT*^fiB1-5Cli;K: < t tJ N X— A*-£M©i8!;g£ 
^ffi-TSCh^T-tSo X-Al>>Xgt1§l OOHtBJR 
tfi&MlMffifctX- A ^6-* M©igi&g£j£; C-fe ©T- 
d©*>JyKR*gl 2a4:7d-h^>^5X . 

* 1 2b*»££S;VU;*&iii«{gl 2 (01 5#S3) £ 
/B^T> ^5B-T5*AU >^3 0®mm&Z;VV7.®ffl 

[0 0 3 2] Wife&ffi 1 3 ©fflt^'; rK H 1 4 £ 

1 1 7 ©fl-Ji® ©«fti5CM$ tifcM^ U 3 -f 
h* 1 8 i> s ®'^c^^^TV^2> 0 M^yn-f k i 8©^«S^isi 
©♦i{±x £1^®1 7©g^fcti^ic^t:mfcBL5tev> 

aecffM^nTv^i,. c©£i^gi'i 7t{±^?,t:, 

M^'J n-f K 1 8^J5E$nfcM)-ji®±t:, M^ 1 ; n 
-f H 1 8 bWjjtummoftm*^® l 9#»»- ^ > ^^TV^ 

•s. ^ti©^ii^gi5 1 gcttttjtwofcwfcs- 

[RUc:^$tlTl5!3, ^tlt±f3X-A^l Bifim-S 
bTV^5. $t>{c, £1^®1 7©rtiH®t:l±, ^fjO 
i:¥fr*^|pJ{ca»©lHltefe«« 1 7a4s^$^.TV^ 
5 (E*t:a:-o©»S^) . 

[003 3] £1^01 7©^a5ti4, miA^mnm 

2 0ifimm^tix^^>o z(D%immmfim2o&, '& 

1 a, 2 1 b&¥mfiftftl:lz3im2tlT1St)s .-©- 
#©7 7>^3S2 1 a, 2 1 bt«^ix-5gB^ ^® 
0^*-t>i:-rS^tt^2 1 c£&£>TV^. £1 
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*i©**m 2 3 off 8 i rnmrnnm 2 0 t am u 

XoX, &-&m2 3£3Itt«2 1 cC«6**htt, 8 

1 1 7 1 treses 2 0 at, ^tsi^iRitttffiM 

co'0 3 4] sfc»iaGtsirt?i2o©ai8fctt, js* 10 
isifc&**j*&&*-t\ *s*iRi^*fcaaRoaai36rt ' 

■ 4tt, nemt-i 3©njwB£^LfctK&©it££rt 
mi 5ic*ti*ftMUTSte£tMt\,wi. stt)^ 8 

1 flHUKrt3R2 0 3fcM#fif:i±g 1^M«1 7 £:-<$ 

smi 3cw*«*^ie^ws*it^*. 

[0 0 3 5] fiLt©»l^«17i:JBliW636rtf|2 0 
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SPECIFICATION 

[TITLE OF THE INVENTION] STEP ZOOM LENS CAMERA 
[ABSTRACT] (incl. modifications) 

[Solution Means] Cam grooves formed in a cam ring to be 
pulse-rotated have a plurality of stepped portions which are 
displaced with respect to a nonlinear imaginary zooming locus 
for changing the focal length without changing the focus position, 
and divides a region from the wide end to the tele end into 
a plurality. The stepped portions of the cam grooves themselves 
are shaped to be nonlinear so that the angle of rotation of 
the cam ring and the displacement amount of the focusing lens 
groups from the imaginary zooming locus establish a linear 
relationship, and the focusing lens can be moved to a position 
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at which focusing is possible on a sub j ect in a range from infinity 
to a shortest photographic distance while changing the focal 
length in accordance with the rotation of the cam ring, and 
at both sides of the grooves, adjusting regions are provided 
to allow the focusing lens groups to simply move in the optical 
axial direction without losing the focusing function when the 
rotation position of the cam ring is changed. 
[Effects] A highly reliable step zoom lens camera is obtained 
in which highly accurate focusing can he carried out while 
reducing the burden of control when focusing and adjusting. 
[WHAT IS CLAIMED IS;] 

[Claim 1] A step zoom lens, comprising: focusing lens groups, 
which advances and retreats in the optical axial direction 
following cam grooves f ormed in a cam ring to be rotated, wherein 
the cam grooves have a plurality of stepped. portions, which 
are displaced with respect to a nonlinear imaginary zooming 
locus for changing the focal length without changing the focus 
position, and divides a region from the wide end to the tele 
end into a plurality, and the stepped portions of the cam grooves 
themselves are shaped to be nonlinear so that the angle of 
rotation of the cam ring and the displacement amount of the 
focusing lens groups from the imaginary zooming locus establish 
a linear relationship, and the focusing lens groups can be moved 
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to a position at which focusing on a subject in a range from 
infinity to the shortest photographic distance is possible while 
changing the focal length in accordance with the rotation of 
the cam ring, and furthermore, at both sides of the grooves, . 
adjusting regions are provided to simply move the focusing lens 
groups in the optical axial directionwithout losing the focusing 
function when the rotation position of the cam ring is changed; 
and a cam ring drive mechanism for pulse-controlling the angle 
of rotation of the cam ring. 

[Claim 2] A step zoom lens camera according to Claim 1, wherein 
the adjusting regions of the cam ring are used for providing 
the cam ring with angles of rotation for zooming adjustments , 
and fb adjustments. 

Claim 3] A step zoom lens according to Claim 1, wherein zooming 
lens groups consist of three groups, and two lens groups among 
them are focusing lens groups that commonly serve as the zooming 
lens groups. 

[DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION] 
[0001] 

[Field of the Invention] The present invention relates to a 

step zoom camera. 

[0002] 

[Prior Arts and Problems Thereof] In a classic zoom lens, when 
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zooming, a plurality of zooming lens groups are moved in a 
predetermined zooming locus to change the focal length without 
moving the focus position, and when releasing the shutter, the 
focusing lens groups are moved in accordance with a subject 
distance. The focusing lens groups may be independent from the 
zooming lens groups or may be common with any of the zooming 
lens groups. Such a classic zoom lens has been employed for 
a mechanical zoom lens constructed so that a cam ring with cam 
grooves are manually or electrically rotated in a non-stepwise 
manner. 

[0003] On the other hand, step zoom lenses are being employed 
for lenses constructed so that the angle of rotation of the 
cam ring with cam grooves is pulse-controlled. This step zoom 
lens has the following features: 

a. The cam grooves formed in the cam ring are divided into a 
plurality of steps from the wide end to the- tele end. 

b. The shapes of the cam grooves in the steps are set so that 
focusing lens groups that commonly serve as zooming lens groups 
can focus on all subject distances while carrying out a focusing 
operation accompanied with zooming. 

c. The angle of rotation of the cam ring is pulse-controlled 
so as to make focusing in combination with the focal length 
existing in the step based on subject distance information. 
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[0004] In this step zoom lens, by storing a focusing table of 
combinations of subject distances and focal lengths, the angle 
of rotation from the current position of the cam ring when 
releasing the shutter can be operated so as to accord with the 
subject distance, so that, basically, focusing can be carried 
out regardless of the shapes of the cam grooves. Therefore, 
conventionally, the cam grooves inside the steps were formed 
to be linear. 

[0005] Furthermore, since the angle of rotation of the cam ring 
can be pulse-controlled, zooming adjustments (adjustment for 
matching the focus position at each focal length) arid fb 
adjustments (adjustments for matching the focus position with 
the imaging plane (film surface) position) can be carried out 
by setting (correcting) the angle of rotation of the cam ring. 
[0006] In this step zoom lens camera, when the cam ring is rotated 
so as to carry out focusing on a subject in a range from the 
shortest photographic distance to infinity in each step of the 
cam grooves, the focal length also changes from short to long 
in each step. Then, when the focal length changes, as a matter 
of course, the focus sensitivity (the amount of change in the 
focus position when the focusing lens groups move by a unit 
distance) also changes. As generally known, the focus 
sensitivity increases as the focal length becomes longer, and 



-5- 




the change in the focus sensitivity with respect to the change 
in the focal length is nonlinear. Therefore, when each step 
of the cam groove is approximated to be linear/ although 
processing becomes easier, control becomes difficult andhighly 
accurate control becomes impossible . This problem is described 
later. 
[0007] 

[Object of the Invention] Therefore, the object of the invention 
is to obtain a highly reliable step zoom lens camera, in which 
the burden of control when focusing and adjusting is reduced, 
and highly accurate focusing can be carried out, more 
specifically, to improve the shapes of cam grooves of the step 
zoom lens that have been conventionally linear. 
[0008] 

[Outline of the Invention] The invention is characterized in 
that, in a step zoom lens camera comprising focusing lens groups, 
which advance and retreat in the optical axial direction along 
cam grooves formed in a cam ring to be rotated, and commonly 
serve as zooming lens groups, and a cam ring drive mechanism 
for pulse-controlling the angle of rotation of the cam ring, 
the cam grooves have a plurality of stepped portions, which 
are displaced with respect to a nonlinear imaginary zooming 
locus for changing the focal length without changing the focus 
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position, and divides the region from the wide end to the tele 
end into a plurality; and the steppedportions of the cam grooves 
themselves are shaped into nonlinear shapes so that the angle 
of rotation of the cam ring and the displacement amount of the 
focusing lens groups from the imaginary zooming locus establish 
a linear relationship, the focusing lens groups can be moved 
to a position at which focusing on a subject in a. range from 
infinity to a shortest photographic distance is possible while 
changing the focal length by means of rotation of the cam ring, 
and at both sides, of the stepped portions, adjusting regions 
are provided for simply moving the focusing lens groups in the 
optical axial direction without losing the focusing function 
when the rotation position of the cam ring is changed. 
[0009] The cam ring adjusting regions are used for providing 
the cam ring with an angle of rotation for focusing adjustments 
(zooming adjustments and fb adjustments) . • 
[0010] The invention can be applied to general step zoom lens 
cameras having two or more zooming lens groups, and inparticular, 
application to a step zoom lens camera with three zooming lens 
groups, a second group of which is a focusing lens group commonly 
serving as a zooming lens,, achieves preferable effects. 
[0011] 

[Preferred Embodiment of the Invention] In this embodiment, 
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as shown in the zooming locus of Fig. 1, the invention is applied 
to a lens wherein the first lens group LI, second lens group 
L2, and third lens group L3 are zooming lens groups, and the 
second lens group L2 is a zoom lens, that commonly serves as 
a focusing lens group. For convenience of explanation, it is 
assumed that the first lens LI through the third lens L3 are 
guided rectilinearly in the optical axial direction, and zooming 
cam grooves Zl through Z3 for the first lens groups LI through 
third lens groups L3 are formed in a single cam ring . The rotation 
position of the cam ring to be rotated is pulse-controlled. 
[0012] The zooming cam grooves Zl and Z3 have loci for linearly 
increasing and decreasing the distance from the film surface 
(imaging surface) in the zooming range (photographic distance: 
infinity) from the wide end at which the first lens group LI 
and third lens group L3 are closest to the film surface (imaging 
surface) to the tele end at which the lens groups are farthest 
from the film surface . On the other hand, the zooming cam groove 
Z2 has a nonlinear locus divided into 1 through 8 steps in the 
zooming region from the wide end to the tele end. These divided 
step grooves of the zooming cam groove Z2 are defined as, in 
order from the wide end side, step grooves Z2-i (i=l through 
8) . Fig. 1 shows the classic zooming locus, that is, an imaginary 
zooming locus Z2' of the second lens group L2 for continuously 
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changing the focal length of the lens group together with the 
first- lens group LI and third lens group L3 without changing 
the focus position when the photographic distance is infinity. 
. [0013] The step grooves Z2-i are loci whereby the second lens 
group L2 can be moved to the focus position for each subject 
between the infinity photographic distance (-) and the shortest 
photographic distance (closest), and are displaced with respect 
to the imaginary zooming locus Z2' '. In the adjacent steps, the 
relationship between the infinity photographic distance («) 
and the shortest photographic distance (closest) becomes 
reverse. In addition, as shown in Fig. 2 in detail, at both 
ends of each step groove Z2-i, adjusting regions Z2a are provided, 
and transition regions Z2b are provided between the step grooves 
Z2-i (adjusting regions Z2a) . 

[0014] The role of the adjusting regions Z2a are as follows. 
The stop position of the cam ring is set in the step grooves 
Z2-i in accordance with the subject distance in the design. 
However, the second lens group L2 needs to be moved by means 
of software when releasing the shutter in accordance with the 
factors of focusing adjustments described later (zooming 
adjustments and fb adjustments) regardless of the subject 
distance (in addition to the subject distance) . The adjusting 
regions Z2a are set to secure the movement amount of the second 
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lens group L2 in accordance with the focusing adjustment factors . 
That is, even if the ends of the step grooves Z2-i are moved 
(adjusted) within the adjusting regions Z2a at both sides in 
order to obtain a movement amount of the second lens group L2 
in accordance with the focusing adjustment factors, the focusing 
operations in each step grooves Z2-i can be carried out in 
completely the same manner. Explaining concretely with 
reference to Fig. 2, the basic step groove Z2-1 is changed by 
using the adjusting regions Z2a as with the step grooves Z2-1' 
and Z2-1", the focusing operation can be carried out in 
completely the same manner. The ranges (angles) of the step 
grooves Z2-1, Z2-1' and Z2-1" are the same. The transition 
regions Z2b are cam grooves for connecting the adjacent step 
grooves Z2-i, and act to inverse the direction of the zooming 
cam groove Z2 and approach the step grooves Z2-i to the imaginary 
zooming groove Z2' . 

[0015] In the abovementioned cam structure, when the cam ring 
is rotated, the first lens group LI and third; lens group L3 
move along the zooming cam grooves Zl and Z3, and at the same 
time, the second lens group L2 moves in accordance with each 
step groove Z2-i. At this time, the focal length simultaneously 
changes in each step. However, the focal length does not reach 
that of the adjacent step. For example, the focal length of 
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step 1 at the shortest photographic distance does not reach 
the focal length of step 2 at the infinity photographic distance . 
The cam ring does not -stop in the transition regions Z2b. ■ 
[0016] In the actual lens barrel structure, there are various 
disadvantages and restrictions in: formation of the zooming cam 
grooves Zl through Z3 in one single cam ring, so that it is 
preferable that only the zooming cam groove Z2 is formed in 
the cam ring. Fig. 8 shows concrete examples of the form of 
the cam ring 30 with only zooming cam groove Z2 formed in it, 
step grooves Z2-i, adjusting regions Z2a, and transition regions 
Z2b. 

[0017] In this embodiment, on the assumptions as mentioned above, 
the form of the zooming .cam groove Z2 (step groove Z2-i) is 
taken as a question. That is, the embodiment is characterized 
in that each step groove Z2-i is set so that, with respect to 
nonlinear imaginary zooming locus Z2' , the angle of rotation 
of the cam ring and the displacement amount of the second lens 
group L2 from the imaginary zooming locus Z2' have a linear 
relationship. Hereinafter, reasons and advantages for this are 
explained. 

[0018] First, the principle of focusing by means of software 
is explained. This is an example in which focusing is carried 
out by the second lens group L2 of a three-group zoom lens. 
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In Fig. 9, in the case where a zooming ad jus tment and fb adjustment 
are not mechanically made, but made by setting the angle of 
rotation of the cam ring that drives the second lens group L2, 
on the assumption that the zooming adjustment amount is Zadj, 
the fb adjustment amount is Fadj, and the movement amount to 
be applied to the second lens group L2 when releasing the shutter 
is Aadj, the relationship of these is as follows. 
Aadj=Zadj + Fadj 

[0019] Measurements of the focus position Lw at the wide end 
and the focus position Lt at the tele end are made on assumption 
that the focus position before adjustments is p. Now, when the 
focus sensitivities at the wide end (w) , intermediate focal 
length (i) , and tele end (t) are, respectively, defined as Kw, 
Ki, and Kt, 
based on ■ . 

Apw = Kw x Zadj . 

Api = Ki x Zadj 

Apt = Kt x Zadj, 

Zadj = (Apt-Apw) / (Kt-Kw) 

= - (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) , and 

Fadj = Lw+pw = Lw-Kw (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) , 

Li = Fadj -Api 

= Lw+(Ki-Kw) (Lt-Lw)./ (Kt-Kw) 
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So that Aadj is determined as: 
Aadj = -Li/Ki 

=-{Lw/Ki+ (1-Kw/Ki) (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) } 

Herein, Lw and Lt show measured values, and Kw, Ki, and Kt show 
values based on the lens data. Therefore, the angles of rotation 
of the cam ring in accordance with Aadj at each focal length 
are stored, and when releasing the shutter, by adding the angle 
of rotation of the cam ring in accordance with Aadj to the angle 
of rotation of the cam ring based on the subject distance data, 
focusing adjustments can be made by means of software without 
mechanical focusing adjustments. 

[0020] On the other hand, in a step zoom lens which is the object 
of the invention, in particular, in a zoom lens in which the 
third lens group also relates to zooming operation, changes 
in focal length based on the photographic distance in each step 
are great, so that changes . in sensitivities based on the 
photographic distance (focal length) cannot be ignored. 
Therefore, in the invention, as mentioned above, the form of 
each step groove Z2-i is set to be nonlinear so that the 
relationship between the angle of rotation of the cam ring and 
the displacement amount of the second lens group L2 from the 
imaginary zooming locus Z2' is linear. Previous to an explanation 
of this relationship, problems in the case where each step groove 
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is linear are explained (Z2h shows the cam groove (step groove) ) . 
In addition, the relationship between the angle of rotation 
(focal length) of the cam ring, and the focus sensitivity is 
nonlinear as. shown in Fig. 10, however, in the divided steps, 
the relationship can be approximated to be linear. 
[0021] Fig. 5 through Fig. 7 illustrate a comparative example. 
Definition of signs (equations) is as follows. Section A: step 
groove of the cam groove Z2h by which the second lens group 
. L2 separates forward from the imaginary zooming locus Z2' when 
the cam ring rotates in the tele direction, Section B: step 
groove of the cam groove Z2h by which the second lens group 
L2 approaches the imaginary zooming locus Z2' when the cam ring 
rotates in the tele direction, 

y=f (x) .: equation for providing the imaginary zooming locus Z2' , 
y=aix+bi: equation for providing the cam groove Z2h in section 
A, 

y=ajx+bj : equation for providing the cam groove Z2h in section 
B ' 

x: angle of rotation of the cam ring, 

y: position of the second lens group L2 in the optical axial 
direction, ' 

ai: tilt of the cam groove Z2h in section A, 

bi:. intercept of the cam groove Z2h in section A, 
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a j : tilt of the cam groove Z2h in section B, 

bj : intercept of the cam groove Z2h in section B. 

[0022] The linear, form of the cam groove Z2h means that each 

step groove is linear. Based on this relationship, the 

relationship between the angle of rotation of the cam ring and 

the displacement amount of the cam groove Z2h from the imaginary 

zooming locus Z2' (that is, the displacement amount of the second 

lens group L2) (lines y=f' (x) andy=-f (x) obtained by plotting 

the difference between the cam groove Z2h and the - imaginary 

zooming locus Z2' ) becomes nonlinear. 

[0023] Thus, when the relationship between the angle of rotation 
of the cam ring and the displacement amount of the cam groove 
Z2h from the imaginary zooming locus Z2' (displacement amount 
of the second lens group L2) is nonlinear, operation for 
converting the abovementioned focusing adjustment amount into 
an angle of rotation for the cam ring that is pulse-controlled 
and provides the obtained angle becomes difficult, takes more 
time, and deteriorates in accuracy. Concretely, this 
comparative example, to determine the angle of rotation of the 
cam ring corresponding to the focusing adjustment amount, 
processing is required in which y=f (x) andy=-f. (x) are divided 
into short steps and approximated to be linear, the tilt in 
each divided region is determined, and in accordance with the 
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tilt and subject distance, the angle of rotation of the cam 
ring corresponding to the focusing adjustment amount is 
determined- Therefore, it takes time to carry out operation, 
and the stop position of the second lens group L2 becomes 
inaccurate as well. 

[0024] Fig. 2 through Fig. 4 show an embodiment of the invention 
with respect to the comparative example of Fig. 5 through Fig. 
7. Definition of signs (equations) in Fig. 2 through Fig. 4 
areas follows. Explanation of signs (equations) that are common 
with those of Fig. 5 and Fig. 7 is omitted. 
y=f (x) +c (x-xii) : equation for providing the cam groove Z2h in 
section A, 

y=f (x)-c (x-xj 2 ) : equation for providing the cam groove Z2h in 
section B, 

c: tilt of displacement of the cam groove Z2h from the imaginary 
zooming. locus Z2', 

y=cx: displacement amount of the cam groove Z2h from the 
imaginary zooming locus Z2' in section A, 

y=-cx: displacement amount of the cam groove Z2h from the 
imaginary zooming locus Z2' in section B, 

xij: angle, of rotation of the cam ring at the infinity 
photographic distance in section A, 

xi 2 : angle of rotation of the cam ring at the shortest 
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photographic distance in section A, 

xji: angle of rotation of the cam ring at the infinity 
photographic distance in section B, and 

xj 2 : angle of rotation of the cam ring at the shortest 
photographic distance in section B. 

[0025] In comparison with the comparative example, this 
embodiment is characterized in that the zooming cam groove Z2 
is nonlinear, and this nonlinear form is set so that the 
relationship between the angle x of rotation of the cam ring 
and the displacement amount of the cam groove Z2 from the 
imaginary zooming locus Z2' (displacement amount of the second 
lens group L2) becomes linear (y=cx or y=-cx) . . In short, the 
form of the cam groove Z2 (step groove Z2-i) is set so that 
y=f ' (x) or y=-f ' (x) in the comparative example of Fig. 5 through 
Fig. 7 has the relationship of y=cx or y=-cx of Fig. 2 through 
Fig. 4. 

[0026] By thus setting the form of the cam groove Z2 (step groove 
Z2-i), a focusing adjustment amount can be operated from the 
angle x of rotation of the cam ring. When the focus sensitivity 
at a position rotated by an angle 0 from the reference angle 
in an i-step is defined as Ki(8), 

Ki(9)=Ki+Gi x 9 - 
where . 
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Ki: reference sensitivity (herein, the sensitivity at the 
infinity photographic distance), and 
Gi: tilt of a change in sensitivity. 

[002.7] Therefore, this . Ki is substituted for Ki of the 
abovementioned equation for the focusing adjustment amount: 
Aadj=-{Lw/Ki+(l-Kw/Ki) (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) }, 

Aadj can be determined, and ^furthermore, the angle A9i of 
rotation of the cam ring required to obtain this Aadj can be 
determined by the following equation: 
A0i=Aadj/c 

Therefore, when releasing the shutter, the cam ring may be. 
rotated by an amount corresponding to the added angle A9i of 
rotation based on the focusing adjustment amount to the angle-, 
of rotation of the cam ring based on subject distance 
information. 

[0028] By pulse-controlling and rotating the- cam ring having 
the abovementioned zooming cam groove, the invention can be 
applied to general cameras which carry out step zooming, and 
although a detailed structure does ,not matter, an example of 
the mechanical structure applied to a three-group zoom lens 
is explained below. 

.[0029] As shown in Fig. 11 through Fig. 14, the step zoom lens 
camera 5 is provided with camera body 9 and zoom lens barrel 
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10. Inside the camera body 9, aperture plate 11 is fixed, and 
the edge at the optical axis O side of this aperture plate 11 
forms aperture 11a for determining an exposure region to a film. 
At the front part of the aperture plate 11, fixed lens barrel 
13 is fixed to the camera body 9. At the inner circumferential 
surface of this fixed lens barrel 13, female helicoid 14 is 
formed, and a plurality of rectilinear guide grooves 15 in 
parallel to the optical axis O are further formed at the inner 
circumferential surface of the fixed lens barrel 13. 
[0030] Notched portion 13a is formed in the fixed lens barrel 
13 in the direction parallel to the optical, axis 0, and zoom 
gear (multi-connected pinion) 16 is attached to this notched 
portion 13a. The zoom gear 16 is supported so as to rotate about 
the rotation center in parallel to the optical axis 0, the tooth 
surface of the pinion is projected inside the fixed lens barrel 
13 from the notched portion 13a. A zoom motor M is installed 
inside the camera body, and the rotation of the drive shaft 
of the zoom motor M is transmitted to the zoom gear 16 through 
zoom gear row 8. 

[0031] Slit disk 12a with a plurality of slits is fixed to the 
drive shaft of the zoom motor M, and by detecting the rotation 
of this slit disk 12a with the. photointerrupter 12b, the drive 
amount of the zoom motor M can be detected. The protrusion and 
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housing operation- amount of the zoom lens barrel 10 are in 
accordance with the drive amount of the zoom motor M, so that; 
by using pulse detecting mechanism 12 (see Fig. 15) comprised 
of this slit disk 12a and photointerrupter 12b, the angle of 
rotation of the cam ring 30, which is described later, can be 
pulse-controlled . 

[0032 J Male, helicoid 18 formed in the vicinity of the rear end 
of the outer circumferential surface of the first outer barrel 
17 is screw-fitted to the female helicoid 14 of the fixed lens 
barrel 13. The width of the male helicoid 18 in the optical 
axial direction is formed so as not to be exposed in appearance 
in the case of the maximum protrusion. Furthermore, this first 
outer barrel 17 is provided with a plurality of outer 
circumferential gears 19 in parallel with the male helicoid 
18. on the same circumferential surface as the surface with the 
male helicoid 18. The teeth of the outer circumferential gears 
19 are formed in the direction parallel to the optical axis 
0, and to these teeth,, zoom gear 16 engages . Furthermore, on 
the inner circumferential surface of the first outer barrel 
17, a plurality of rotation transmitting grooves 17a are formed 
in the direction, parallel to the optical axis 0 (only one is 
shown in the figure) . 

[0033] Inside the first outer barrel 17, first rectilinear guide 
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ring 20 is provided. This first rectilinear guide ring 20 is 
provided with a pair of flanges 21a and 21b in parallel with 
each other in the. circumferential surface on the outer 
circumferential surface in the vicinity of the rear end so that 
the flanges project outward in the radial direction, and the 
portion sandwiched by the pair of flanges 21a and 21b forms 
annular groove 21c around the optical axis 0. On the other hand, 
at the rear end of the inner circumferential surface of the 
first outer barrel 17, a plurality of engaging claws 23 (only 
one is shown in the figure) are projectedly provided inward 
in the radial direction (toward the optical axis.O) while being 
differed in position in the circumferential direction. The 
thicknesses of the engaging claws 23 are set so as to fit to 
the annular groove 21c without spaces in the direction parallel 
to the optical axis 0 and slide in the circumferential direction . 
Therefore, if the engaging claws 23 are engaged^into the annular 
groove 21c, the first outer barrel 17 and first rectilinear 
guide ring 20 are connected so as not to relatively move and 
so as to relatively rotate in the optical axial direction. 
[0034] Furthermore, at the rear end of the first rectilinear 
guide ring 20, a plurality of rectilinear guide projections 
24. are provided outward in the radial direction while being 
differed in position in the circumferential direction. The 
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rectilinear guide projections 24 slidably engage into a 
plurality of rectilinear guide grooves 15 formed in the inner 
circumferential surface of the fixed lens barrel 13 . Therefore, 
the first rectilinear guide ring 20 is moved together with the 
first outer barrel 17 in the optical axis, however, its relative 
rotation with the fixed lens barrel 13 is restricted in the 
circumferential direction around the optical axis 0. That is, 
the ring is rectilinearly guided, 

[0035] The abovementioned first outer barrel 17 and first 
rectilinear guide ring 20 comprise a first protrusion step of 
the zoom lens barrel 10. By this first protrusion step, when 
the zoom gear 16 is rotated in a predetermined lens protruding 
direction by the zoom motor M, the first outer barrel 17 is 
rotated via the outer circumferential gears 19, and due to the 
relationshipbetween the female helicoid 14 and themale helicoid 
18, the first outer barrel 17 is protruded from the fixed lens 
barrel 13 while rotating. At the same time, since the first 
rectilinear guide ring 20 and first outer barrel 17 are engaged 
by the claws so as to relatively rotate, the first rectilinear 
guide ring 20 moves together with the first outer barrel 17 
in the optical axial direction while being rectilinearly guided 
with respect to the fixed lens barrel 13. 

[0036] Female helicoid 27 in the same tilt direction as with 
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the female helicoid 14 is formed on the inner circumferential 
surface of the first rectilinear guide ring 20. At the inner 
circumferential surface of the first rectilinear guide ring 
20, a plurality of rectilinear guide grooves 28 parallel with 
the optical axis 0 are formed while being differed in position 
in the circumferential direction. 

[0037] Inside the first rectilinear guide ring 20, cam ring 
30 having male helicoid 29 on the outer circumferential surface 
for. screw-fitting with the male helicoid 27 is provided. The 

male helicoid 29 is formed on the entire outer circumferential 

• • ( 

surface of the cam ring 30. In addition, on the entire inner 
circumferential surface of the cam ring 30, female helicoid 
.31 in a tilt direction opposite to that of the male helicoid 
29 is formed. At the rear end of the inner circumferential surface 
of this cam ring 30, a plurality of engaging claws 32 (only 
one is shown in the figure) are provided so as to project inward 
in the radial direction (toward the optical axis 0) while being 
differed in position in the circumferential direction. . 
[0038] Inside the cam ring 30, second rectilinear guide ring 
33 is provided . This second rectilinear guide ring 33 is provided 
with a pair of flanges 34a and 34b on the outer circumferential 
surface in the vicinity of the rear end, which are parallel 
with each other in the circumferential direction and project 
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inward in the radial direction, and the portion sandwiched by 
the pair of flanges 34a and 34b forms annular groove 34c around 
the optical axis 0. The plurality of engaging claws 32 
projectedly provided on the inner circumferential surface of 
the cam ring 30 are fitted into the annular groove 34c, whereby 
the camring 30 and second rectilinear guide ring 33 are connected 
so as not to relatively move and so as to relatively rotate 
in the optical axial direction. 

[0039] At the rear end of the second rectilinear guide ring 
33, a plurality of rectilinear guide projections 36 are provided 
so as to project outward in the radial direction while being 
differed in position in the circumferential direction. The 
rectilinear guide projections 3 6 slidably engage into a 
plurality of rectilinear guide grooves 28 formed in the inner 
circumferential surface of the first rectilinear guide ring 
20. Therefore, the second rectilinear guide ring 33 cannot 
relatively move to the cam ring 30 in the optical axial direction, 
and is rectilineatrly guided with respect to the fixed lens barrel 
13 via the first rectilinear guide ring 20. 
[0040] The second outer barrel 40 is positioned between the 
first outer barrel 17 and first rectilinear guide ring 20 to 
cover the outer circumference of the cam ring 30, and slidably 
engages a plurality of rotation transmitting projections 41 
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projectedly formed on the outer circumferential surface in the 
vicinity of the rear end with the plurality of rotation 
transmitting grooves 17a in the directionparallel to the optical 
axis 0 formed in the inner circumferential surface of the first 
outer barrel 17. Therefore, the second outer barrel 4 0 is guided 
so as not to relatively rotate to the first outer barrel 17 
and so as to relatively move in the direction parallel to the 
optical axis 0. 

[0041] At the front end of the cam ring 30, rib 37 having three 
notched portions 38 is projectedly provided. At the front end 
side of the inner circumferential surface of the second outer 
barrel 40, three engaging claws 39 that can engage with these 
notched portions 38 are provided so as to project inward in 
the radial direction while being differed in position in the 
circumferential direction. By engaging these engaging claws 

39 with the notched portions 38,' and further ■ attaching dress 
ring 42 to the front end, the cam ring 30 and second outer barrel 

40 are connected to each other so as not to relatively rotate 
and move in the optical axial direction. Therefore, the second 
outer barrel 40 rotates following the first outer barrel 17 
and provides rotational- force to the cam ring 30. 

[0042] The abovementioned cam ring 30, second rectilinear guide 
ring 33, and second outer barrel 40 comprise a second protrusion 
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step of the zoom lens barrel 10. When the first outer barrel 
17 comprising the first protrusion step rotates and protrudes 
from the fixed lens barrel 13, due to the relationship between 
the rotation transmitting grooves 17a and rotation transmitting 
projections 41, the first outer barrel 17 and second outer barrel 
4 0 are rotated. The cam ring 30 that undertakes the rotation 
of the second outer barrel 40 is protruded from the first 
rectilinear guide ring 20 together with the second outer barrel 
40 while rotating in the same direction as the rotation direction 
of the first outer barrel 17 with respect to the fixed lens 
barrel 13. At the same time, since the second rectilinear guide 
ring 33 is connected so as to relatively rotate to the cam ring 
30, due to the relationship between the rectilinear protrusion 
projections 36 and rectilinear guide grooves 28, the second 
rectilinear guide ring 33 moves together with the cam ring 30 
in the optical axial direction while being rectilinearly guided 
by the first rectilinear guide ring 20. 

[0043] Inside the cam ring 30, third outer barrel 45 is provided. 
Inside third outer barrel 45, the abovementioned second 
rectilinear guide ring 33 is positioned. On the outer 
circumferential surface of the second rectilinear guide ring 
33, a plurality of guide rails 3-3a parallel to the optical axis 
0 are formed. On the other hand, on the inner circumferential 
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surface of the third outer barrel 45, a plurality of guide rails 
45a that engage with the guide rail 33a are formed. The guide 
rails 45a provided on the third outer barrel 45 slidably engage 
the guide rails 33a provided on the second rectilinear guide 
ring 33, and by this engagement, the third outer barrel 45 is 
rectilinearly guided so as to relatively move in the direction 
parallel to the optical axis 0 with respect to the second 
rectilinear guide ring 33. 

[0044]. On the rear portion outer circumferential surface of 
the third outer barrel 45, male helicoid 46 that screw-fits 
the female helicoid 31 provided on the inner circumf erential 
surface of the cam ring 30 is formed. When the cam ring 30 rotates 
and protrudes, a rotational force is applied to the third outer 
barrel 45, however, the third outer barrel 45 is rectilinearly 
guided by the second rectilinear guide ring 33. Therefore, when 
the cam ring 30 rotates and protrudes, the third outer barrel 
45 does not rotate together with the cam ring 30, but due to 
the relationshipbetween the male helicoid 4 6 and female helicoid 
31, protrudes from the cam ring 30 while rectilinearly moving 
in the direction parallel to the optical axis 0 with respect 
to the fixed lens barrel 13. That is, the third outer barrel 
45 comprises a third protrusion step of the lens barrel, and 
the width of the male helicoid 4 6 in the optical axial direction 
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is set so as not to be exposed in appearance in the case of 
the maximum protrusion of the third outer barrel 45. 
[0045] In the second rectilinear guide ring 33, by cutting a 
part of the circumferential surface, three second group 
rectilinear guide slits 50 are formed to be straight in parallel 
to the optical axis 0, In this step zoom lens camera 5, the 
cam grooves for third group zooming are comprised of two types 
of tilt grooves, wherein three third group zooming cam grooves 
Z3a that tilt with respect to the second group rectilinear guide 
slits 50 are formed in the second rectilinear guide ring 33, 
three third group zooming cam grooves Z3b that tilt in the 
direction opposite to that of the cam grooves Z3a are formed 
in the inner circumferential surface of the third outer barrel 
45. 

[0046] Also, in the inner circumferential surface of the cam 
ring 30, as mentioned above, three second group zooming cam 
grooves Z2 are formed and set in shape so that the relationship 
between the angle of rotation of cam ring 30 in each step and 
the displacement amount of the second lens group L2 from the 
zooming locus Z2'" is linear . Each step of the second group zooming 
cam grooves Z2 is further provided with abovementioned adjusting 
regions on both sides of the photographic range. 
[0047] First lens group frame 47 is fixed inside the third outer 
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barrel 45, and the first lens group LI is held by this, first 
lens group frame 47. The first lens group LI is rectilinearly 
moved in the. optical axial direction together with the third 
outer barrel 45, and the movement locus of the first lens group 
LI when the third outer barrel 45 advances and retreats is a 
linear zooming locus as shown in Fig. 1. That is, in this step 
zoom lens camera 5, although no zooming cam grooves (Zl) for 
the first group are provided, as mentioned above, the drive 
system for the first lens group LI does not matter in the present 
invention. 

[0048] Second group unit 48 is comprised of second lens group 
frame 4 8a for holding the second lens group L2 and shutter block 

54 to which this second lens group frame 48a is fixed, and three 
slide plates 55 are provided at the rear end of the shutter 
block 54 and extended rearward. The slide plates 55 are slidably 
guided by the second group rectilinear guide" slits 50 formed 
in the second rectilinear guide ring 33. Furthermore, second 
group cam followers 56 are provided on the three slide plates 

55 so as to project outward in the radial direction, and the 
second group cam followers 56 engage with the second group 
zooming cam grooves Z2 formed in the cam ring 30. Therefore, 
when, the cam ring 30 rotates, the second group unit 48 makes 
predetermined advancing and retreating movements in the optical 
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axial direction in accordance with the loci of the second group 
zooming cam grooves Z2 while being rectilinearly guided. 
[0049] Third group unit 49 is constructed so that the third 
lens group L3 is held by third group supporting ring 49a, and 
the third group supporting ring 49a has three extended plates 
57 projecting forward. The extended plates 57 have third group 
cam followers 58 projecting outward in the radial direction, 
and the third group cam followers 58 penetrate the abovementioned 
third group zooming cam grooves Z3a and engage with the third 
group zooming cam grooves Z3b. By this structure, when the cam 
ring 30 rotates, the third group cam followers 58 are guided 
by the composite locus of the zooming cam grooves Z3a and Z3b, 
and the third group unit 49 moves in a linear locus as shown 
in Fig. 1 in the optical axial direction. In addition, since 
the cam grooves Z3a and Z3b tilt with respect to the optical 
axis, the third group unit .49 moves forward 'and rearward in 
the optical axial parallel direction accompanied by rotating 
operation about the optical axis 0. 

[0050] Between the second group unit 48 and third group unit 
49, compression spring 59 for eliminating backlashes is provided, 
-whereby the second group unit 48 is moved and presses forward 
in the optical axial direction, and the third group unit 49 
is moved and pressed rearward in the optical axial direction. 
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[0051] The focal length of the zoom lens system can be detected 
as distance information of finite steps by means of the 
slide-contact relationship between brush 62 fixed to the first 
outer barrel 17 and zoom cord plate 63 adhered to the outer 
circumferential surface of the first rectilinear guide ring 
20. The zoom cord plate 63 and CPU 70 are connected via FPC 
substrate 60, and when the slide-contact position between the 
zoom cord plate 63 and brush 62 in accordance with relative 
rotation of the first outer barrel 17 and first rectilinear 
guide ring 20, the focal length (step) is detected. As shown 
in Fig. 16, the cord pattern of the zoom cord plate 63 is formed 
so as to make conduction with two contacts of the brush 62 for 
each change in a predetermined angle of rotation of the first 
outer barrel 17 and first rectilinear guide ring 20, and focal 
lengths of 8 steps from 1 through 8. 

[0052] As shown in Fig. 15, the step zoom lens camera 5 further 
comprises zooming operation means 64, shutter releasing means 
65, rangefinding means 66, and photometry means 67, and these 
means are connected to the CPU 70. The zooming operation means 
64 provides a zooming command, that is, a moving command from 
the wide side to the tele side, and a moving command from the 
tele side to the wide side, and is comprised of, for example, 
amomentary switch. The shutter releasing means 65 is comprised 
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of a release button, and by pressing the. button up to the first 
step, a rangef inding command for the rangefinding means 66 and 
a photometry command for the photometry means 67 are provided, 
and by pressing the button up to the second step, the shutter 
block 54 is operated. The shutter block 53 receives a photometry 
output from the photometry means 67, and opens an unillustrated 
shutter blade for a predetermined period of time. In addition, 
ROM (EEPROM) 68 to be connected to CPU 70 is provided. 
[0053] In each focal length step, angles of rotation (focusing 
table) for the cam ring 30 for movements of the second lens 
group L2 to the focus positions subjects in a range from the 
infinity photographic distance (~) to the shortest photographic 
(close) distance are stored in the ROM 68 in advance. 
[0054] Furthermore, the abovementioned equation for obtaining 
the focusing adjustment amount (Aadj ) within each focal length 
step: • 
Aadj=-{Lw/Ki+ (1-Kw/Ki) (Lt-Lw) / (Kt-Kw) }, 

and the equation expressing the angle A0i of rotation of the 

cam ring 30 for focusing adjustments: 

A0i=Aadj/c 

are written in advance. When assembling the camera, at least 
the focus positions Lw and Lt at the wide end and tele end are 
measured and written into the ROM 68, the angles of rotation 
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of the cam ring 30 for focusing adjustments at each focal length 
are obtained from the abovementioned two equations . The angles 
of rotation of the cam ring 30 thus obtained ( focusing adjustment 
table) are stored in the ROM 68. 

[0055] The zoom lens system of the step zoom lens camera 5 
mentioned above operates as follows. When the zoom motor M is 
driven in the protrusion direction from the lens barrel housed 
condition of Fig. 11 or from the wide end of Fig. 12, the first 
outer barrel 17 is rotated, and protruded from the fixed lens 
barrel 13, and the first rectilinear guide ring 20 moves forward 
together with the first outer barrel 17 while being guided 
rectilinearly by the fixed lens barrel 13. Then, the cam ring 
30 is protruded from the first rectilinear guide ring 20 while 
rotating in the same direction as that of the first outer barrel 
17 together with the second outer barrel 40. At the same time, 
the second rectilinear guide ring 33 moves rectilinearly in 
the optical axial direction together with the cam ring 30, and 
the third outer barrel 45 rectilinearly guided by the second 
rectilinear guide ring 33 undertakes the rotation of the cam 
ring 30 and moves forward in the optical axial direction, and 
the first lens group LI fixed to the third outer barrel 45 is 
moved linearly forward in the optical axial direction. At this 
time, in accordance with the guide by the second rectilinear 
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guide ring 33 and third group zooming cam grooves Z3a and Z3b 
formed in the third outer barrel 45, the third lens group L3 
is also moved forward in a linear locus in the optical axial 
direction. The second lens group L2 moves in the optical axis 
parallel direction in a nonlinear moving locus shown in Fig. 
1 in accordance with the second group zooming cam grooves Z2 
formed in the cam ring 30. When the zoom motor M is driven in 
the housing direction from the tele end of Fig. 13, the zoom 
lens barrel 10 and lens groups LI through L3 operate oppositely 
at the time of protrusion of the lens barrel. 
[0056] The focusing operation at each focal length step is 
controlled as follows. When the zooming operation means 64 is 
operated, the brush 62 and zoom cord plate 63 are slid and 
contacted with, each other, and any of the focal length steps 
1 through 8 are detected. In each step, the timing at which 
the zoom cord plate 63 comes into contact with the brush 62 
when the lens barrel is protruded from the housing side (wide 
end) is defined as a reference point of pulse counts. Although 
not illustrated, this step zoom camera 5 has a finder optical 
system separately from the photographic optical system, at the 
timing of the zooming operation, it is not necessary to move 
the second lens group to the focus position. Therefore, v when 
the operation of the zooming operation means 64 is released, 
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the zoom lens barrel 10 stops at a stand-by position in the 
lens barrel housing direction further than the pulse count 
reference position of each step. 

[0057] In this stand-by condition, when the release button is 
pressed half way and the rangef inding operation is carried out- 
by the rangef inding means 66, the CPU 70 detects the subject 
distance. Then, an angle of rotation of the cam ring 30 for 
moving the second lens group L2 to the focusing position on 
this subject is read out from the focusing table housed in the 
ROM 68. Furthermore, an angle of rotation of the cam ring 30 
for focusing adjustments in this focal length step is also read 
out from the focusing adjustment table in the ROM 68, and based 
on combination of this angle with the abovementioned data from 
the focusing table, the conclusive angle of rotation of the 
cam ring 30 (stop position) is determined. The position at the 
determined angle of rotation is compared with' the position at 
the angle of rotation of the cam ring 30 at the.pulse count 
reference position, and drive pulses of the zoommotor M required 
for driving the cam ring 30 to the position at the angle of 
rotation determined from said reference position are operated 
in the. CPU 70. 

[0058] Herein, if the release button is completely pressed and 
an ON signal is inputted from the shutter release means 65, 
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the zoom motor M is driven to operate the zoom lens barrel 10 
in theprotrusion direction, and at the timing of contact between 
the brush 62 and zoom code plate 63, that is, from the reference 
position, pulse counting of the zoom motor M is started. Then, 
when, the number of pulses operated as mentioned above is detected, 
the zoom motor M is stopped, and photography is carried out 
while holding the second lens group L2 at the position at which 
focusing and focusing adjustments have been carried out. After 
photography, the zoom lens barrel 10 returns to the stand-by 
position for each step again as mentioned above. Thus, focusing 
operation accompanied by focusing adjustments by means of 
software can be carried out by the second lens group L2 . In 
this embodiment, although the focusing operation is carried 
out when releasing the shutter, focusing drive formation is 
not limited to this, and for example, the focusing lens group 
may be moved to the focusing position when xangefinding is 
completed. The stand-by position of the zoom lens barrel in 
each step may be different from that in the abovementioned 
embodiment . 

[0059] As mentioned above, in the abovementioned focusing 
control, the form of the second group zooming cam grooves Z2 
is set so that the relationship between the angle of rotation 
of the cam ring 30 and the displacement amount of the second 
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lens group L2 from the imaginary zooming locus Z2' is linear, 
so that the angle of rotation of the cam ring 30 to be 
pulse-controlled can be determined by easy operation. In 
addition, the portion of each step of the second zooming cam 
grooves Z2 has adjusting regions, so that proper accommodation 
can be made even in a case where the determined angle of rotation 
exceeds the normal photographic range due to a great focusing 
adjustment amount. 
[006a] 

[Effects of the Invention] As described above,, according to 
the invention, the form of the cam grooves of a step zoom lens, 
which was conventionally linear in each step, is improved to 
be nonlinear so that the relationship between the angle of 
rotation of the cam ring and the displacement amount of the 
focusing lens group from the imaginary zooming locus is linear, 
and adjusting regions are provided at both sides of each step, 
of the cam grooves for simply moving the focusing . lens group 
in the optical axial direction without • deteriorating the 
focusing function, so that a highly reliable step zoom lens 
camera can be obtained wherein the burdens of control for 
focusing and adjustments are reduced. 
[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS] • 

[Fig. 1] A diagram showing the zooming locus (cam groove form) • 




in the case where the step zoom lens of the invention is applied 
to a three-group zoom lens. 

[Fig. 2] An enlarged view of a part of the locus for the second 
lens group (a zooming lens group-cum-f ocusing lens group) of 
the zooming loci of Fig. 1. 

[Fig. 3] A graph for explanation of "the locus for the second 
lens group of Fig. 2. 

[Fig. 4] A graph for explanation of the locus for the second 
lens group of Fig. 2. 

[Fig. 5] A diagram of the locus for the second lens group 
corresponding to Fig. 2 as a comparative example. 
[Fig. 6] A graph for explanation of the locus for the second 
lens group of Fig. 5. 

[Fig. 7] A graph for explanation of the locus for the second 
lens group of Fig. 5; 

[Fig. 8] A developed view, showing a concrete example of the 
cam ring having second lens group cam grooves. 

[Fig. 9] A diagram for explanation of a zooming adjustment by 
means of software by using the cam ring whose angle of rotation 
is pulse-controlled. 

[Fig. 10] A graph showing an example of the relationship between 
the angle of rotation of the. cam ring and the focus sensitivity 
of each lens group. 
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[Fig. 11] An upper half section of the zoom lens barrel in a 
housed condition, which shows a concrete mechanical structure 
in the case where the step zoom lens camera of the Invention 
is applied to a three-group zoom lens. 

[Fig. 12] A side section of the zoom lens barrel of Fig. 12 
.at the tele end. 

[Fig. 13] A side section of the zoom lens barrel of Fig. 22 
at the wide end. 

[Fig. 14] An exploded perspective view of the zoom lens barrel. 
[Fig. 15] A block diagram showing the control circuit system 
of the step zoom lens camera whose mechanical structure is shown 
in Fig. 11 through Fig. 14. 

[Fig. 16] A developed view showing an example of the focal length 
detecting mechanism of the step zoom lens camera. 

[Description of Symbols] 
5 step zoom lens camera 

9 camera body 

10 zoom lens barrel 
13 fixed lens barrel 

12 pulse detecting mechanism 
17 first outer barrel 
20 first rectilinear guide ring 
30 cam ring 
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33 second rectilinear guide ring. 

40 second outer barrel 

45 third outer barrel 

56 second group cam follower 

58 third group cam follower 

62 brush 

63 zoom cord plate 

64 zooming operation means 
66 rangef inding means 

68 ROM 
70 CPU 

LI first lens group 
L2 second lens group 
L3 third lens group 
M zoom motor 

Zl zooming cam groove (for first group) 
Z2 zooming cam groove' (for second group) 
Z2' imaginary zooming locus _ 

Z3 (Z3a, Z3b) zooming cam grooves (for third group) 
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